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The Danger of Curiosity:

THE covenant of life is not preached equally to all, and among those to whom it is preached, does
not always meet with the same reception. This diversity displays the unsearchable depth of the
divine judgment, and is without doubt subordinate to God's purpose of eternal election. But if it is
plainly owing to the mere pleasure of God that salvation is spontaneously offered to some, while
others have no access to it, great and difficult questions immediately arise, questions which are
inexplicable, when just views are not entertained concerning election and predestination. To
many this seems a perplexing subject, because they deem it most incongruous that of the great
body of mankind some should be predestinated to salvation, and others to destruction. How
ceaselessly they entangle themselves will appear as we proceed. We may add, that in the very
obscurity which deters them, we may see not only the utility of this doctrine, but also its most
pleasant fruits. We shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our salvation flows from the free
mercy of God as its fountain, until we are made acquainted with his eternal election, the grace of
God being illustrated by the contrast--viz. that he does not adopt all promiscuously to the hope of
salvation, but gives to some what he denies to others.

It is plain how greatly ignorance of this principle detracts from the glory of God, and impairs true
humility. But though thus necessary to be known, Paul declares that it cannot be known unless
God, throwing works entirely out of view, elect those whom he has predestined. His words are,
""Even so then at this present time also, there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
And if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work,"” (Rom. 11:6). If to make it
appear that our salvation flows entirely from the good mercy of God, we must be carried back to
the origin of election, then those who would extinguish it, wickedly do as much as in them lies to
obscure what they ought most loudly to extol, and pluck up humility by the very roots. Paul
clearly declares that it is only when the salvation of a remnant is ascribed to gratuitous election,
we arrive at the knowledge that God saves whom he wills of his mere good pleasure, and does not
pay a debt, a debt which never can be due. Those who preclude access, and would not have any
one to obtain a taste of this doctrine, are equally unjust to God and men, there being no other
means of humbling us as we ought, or making us feel how much we are bound to him. Nor,
indeed, have we elsewhere any sure ground of confidence. This we say on the authority of Christ,
who, to deliver us from all fear, and render us invincible amid our many dangers, snares and
mortal conflicts, promises safety to all that the Father has taken under his protection (John 10:26).
From this we infer, that all who know not that they are the peculiar people of God, must be
wretched from perpetual trepidation, and that those therefore, who, by overlooking the three
advantages which we have noted, would destroy the very foundation of our safety, consult ill for
themselves and for all the faithful. What? Do we not here find the very origin of the Church,
which, as Bernard rightly teaches (Serm. in Cantic) could not be found or recognized among the
creatures, because it lies hid (in both cases wondrously) within the lap of blessed predestination,
and the mass of wretched condemnation?

But before I enter on the subject, I have some remarks to address to two classes of men. The
subject of predestination, which in itself is attended with considerable difficulty is rendered very
perplexed and hence perilous by human curiosity, which cannot be restrained from wandering
into forbidden paths and climbing to the clouds determined if it can that none of the secret things
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of God shall remain unexplored. When we see many, some of them in other respects not bad men,
every where rushing into this audacity and wickedness, it is necessary to remind them of the
course of duty in this matter. First, then, when they inquire into predestination, let then remember
that they are penetrating into the recesses of the divine wisdom, where he who rushes forward
securely and confidently, instead of satisfying his curiosity will enter in inextricable
labyrinth.*[6] For it is not right that man should with impunity pry into things which the Lord has
been pleased to conceal within himself, and scan that sublime eternal wisdom which it is his
pleasure that we should not apprehend but adore, that therein also his perfections may appear.
Those secrets of his will, which he has seen it meet to manifest, are revealed in his word--
revealed in so far as he knew to be conducive to our interest and welfare.
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